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Our Mission 
To worship God, to seek 
the way of Christ, to grow 
as an inviting, caring, and 
challenging community of 
adults, youth, and 
children, in response to 
God's unconditional love 
that transcends all human 
distinctions and summons 
us to make a difference in 
the World. 
 
Our Diversity 
Statement 
As beloved children of 
God, we welcome all 
persons to join our family 
of faith as full 
participants, regardless of 
age, race or ethnicity, 
national origin, gender, 
marital status, sexual 
orientation, mental or 
physical ability, economic 
status, differences of 
thought and expression, 
or any other human 
condition. We celebrate 
and find strength in our 
diversity. 
 
Our Core Values 
Authentic, generous, 
inclusive, innovative and 
relevant 

Church Hours: 
Sunday: 8:00 – 2:00pm  
(approximately, and adjusted 
as scheduled) 
Monday: 8:30am - 4:00pm 
Tues – Thurs: 8:30 - 9:00pm 
(later on Thursdays for choir) 
Friday: 8:30am - 4:00pm 

Saturday: by arrangement. 

A new theme to inspire more focused mission work: 
Empowering God’s Children 

Through the years our congregation has done 
so much to embody God’s love at work in this 
world. We have built Habitat homes. We have 
provided safe places for homeless families to 
stay. We founded the Heights Youth Club, a 
place that reaches hundreds of children and 
youth in our community. We have provided 
resources and volunteers for the Heights 
Emergency Food Center. We have spent  
decades building a hospital and serving the 
poor in the Dominican Republic. We have 
made hundreds of Braille books for blind  
children. We have served hundreds of  
thousands of meals to the poor and hungry at 
Bethany and Calvary Presbyterian churches. 
We have supported important ministry through 
our partnership with North Presbyterian 
Church. We have sent mission-minded  
members of this congregation to serve in 
Christ’s name in communities near and far.  
We have done so much to embody God’s 
grace in this world, but we know there is so 
much more we want to do.   
 
Building off the energy of the mission study-
leave the Session granted to me, the Outreach 
Mission Council has re-evaluated the scope 
and theme of our mission efforts. Based upon 
conversations with members of the  
congregation, we have discerned a central 
theme for our efforts for the next five to seven 
years. At its June retreat the Session affirmed 
the mission theme: Empowering God’s  
Children. 
 
We are excited that our new mission focus 
aligns with the 221st General Assembly of the 

PCUSA approved “Educate a Child, Transform 
the World” campaign. This is a call on the 
whole church to join in a movement to provide 
quality education to 1 million children in the 
USA and around the world in the next four 
years - as a way to alleviate poverty.  
 
This fall, as the Outreach Mission Council  
becomes the Serve Council, we will not just 
take a new name. We also will take steps into 
a more focused mission that will carry us out 
into the world to be about the work of  
empowering God’s children and youth, in the 
Cleveland area and globally, to live God’s call 
for their lives.  
 
This theme isn’t new. It rose to the top of our 
list of possible themes because it captures a 
core value of this congregation. We began in 
ministry on this corner in Cleveland Heights as 
a church school program for the children of the 
neighborhood. Through the years we have 
remained committed to the lives of the children 
and youth in our midst -- providing for their 
spiritual nurture, supporting their passions for 
mission and fellowship, responding to their 
pastoral needs and allowing them to lead us 
into new ministries. When we have perceived 
a need for the children of this faith community, 
Fairmount has always stepped up to ensure 
they have what they need to respond to God’s 
call.   
 
From our conversations with members of this 
church, we have sensed this same  
commitment to children and youth throughout 
this city and world today.        More on Page 3 
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Church Governance Update 

At its June meeting the Session approved two  
motions that move our congregation closer to the 
adoption of a new governance model. The first 
created a Task Force that will draft a new code of 
regulations to reflect the changes in governance.  
The second was the call of a congregational meet-
ing for Sunday, September 14, immediately follow-
ing the 11am worship service, for the purpose of  
voting on a new code of regulations that reflect 
Session-approved changes to the governance 
structure.  Members will have the opportunity to 
review the proposed code of regulations in late 
August, several weeks prior to the congregational 
meeting. 
 
To recap, some of the highlights of the new  
structure are:  

 Smaller boards; 

 Less frequent, but more efficient and focused 
meetings; 

 A streamlined and transparent structure that 
encourages clear communication and account-
ability; 

 Fewer standing committees, coupled with the 
creation of more flexible ministry teams and 
short-term task forces; 

 The creation of a “Council Night,” when the 
four councils will meet at a regularly scheduled 
time following  dinner, allowing members to 
easily participate in the work of the church; 

 Moving the conversations about the budget 
and the properties to the Session, empowering 
trustees to focus solely on the endowment; 

 The more frequent use of congregational     
forums on Sunday mornings to educate the 
congregation and encourage involvement in 
new programs or initiatives. 

 
The overarching goal of the new governance  
structure is to place greater emphasis on doing 
ministry, rather than having meetings. It is the  
Session’s belief that this shift in emphasis will both 
enhance our Christian witness and create more 
time in church life for people to serve others and 
deepen their relationship with God through small 
groups, Bible studies, mission programs, personal 
devotion, worship, and faith formation activities. 
 

If you were unable to attend one of the information 
sessions and would like to learn more about the 
governance changes, you can visit the church 
website to watch a short video or call the church 
office to receive a hard copy of the presentation. 
You can also speak with either pastor or any   
member of Session.  
 
We will begin to live into the changes in the fall, 
following the congregational vote. Session has 
already chosen the third Wednesday of the month 
from 6:30-8 p.m. as Council Night, when each of 
the four councils (Administration, Care, Faith    
Formation, and Serve) will meet and be open to all. 
While each council will be encouraged to meet 
monthly for the first year, it is the Session’s hope 
that as members become more comfortable with 
the new structure, the councils will move to     
meeting every over month. The first Council Night 
will be Wednesday, September 17, 2014. 

This fall, to kick off the program year, we will begin 
a sermon series that will look at the question of 
identity. As we seek to clarify our vision and values 
as a congregation, we will look at who are we as 
individuals, a people, and a church. We will also 
look at who the world says we are, in   comparison 
to who we are in the eyes of God.  So many of our 
social issues today are wrapped up in questions of 
identity. As part of our preparation for the series, 
we would love to hear both the questions you have 
around the concept of identity and stories you’ve 
heard that illustrate the struggle to claim our true 
identity as children of God.  Send your stories,  
reflections, and questions to Pastor Derek at  
dredwine@fairmountchurch.org or Pastor Eric at 
edillenbeck@fairmountchurch.org, and thanks in 
advance for your participation in the planning of 
this series.  

If you would like to receive a spiritual pick-me-up 
twice a week to your cell phone, much like the   
Lenten Daily messages, text @fpcsp to 
216.539.8798. By sending this text you will       
subscribe to these twice a week texts. It is our 
hope that these twice-a-week mini-devotions, via 
text, will help you deepen your faith and strengthen 
your relationship with God. 

Fall Sermon Series: Identity 

Spiritual Text Messaging 
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New Mission Theme 

 

Continued from Page 1 
 
To help us set and accomplish goals consistent 
with our theme we have created four working 
groups, each with a specific focus: 

 Education 

 Food 

 Health and Safety 

 Joy and Beauty 
 
These working groups are charged to: 

 Recruit members and friends of the   
      congregation to work together. 

 Learn as much as they can about issues   
relevant to each working group’s theme that 
face children and youth within a two-mile 
radius of Fairmount.  

 Define a few achievable goals consistent 
with its focus.  

 Schedule and lead congregational            
opportunities for action and reflection at 
least twice a year. 

 For two months of the year, starting in 
2015, give worship leaders information and 
stories that connect with thier theme.   

 Find ways to make connections both locally 
and globally with your group’s focus. 

 Provide a balance of opportunities for 
hands-on work and advocacy for lasting 
systemic change. 

 
If you are interested in one of the themes of 
these working groups, please contact Pastor 
Eric (edillenbeck@fairmountchurch.org) or   
Elder Wrean Fiebig so we can help you get   
involved. We look forward to seeing what we 
can accomplish as we work together to help 
empower God’s children in this world.   
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Session Update 

Your elders have been hard at work over the past 
several months. They have considered a new 
governance structure, discussed what millennials 
are looking for in a church, wrestled with the cost 
of claiming potential values, and strengthened 
their theological imagination through lively        
discussion and study. 
 

At their retreat in June, after months of thoughtful 
discernment, they chose five core values that will 
shape our church’s ministry and mission for years 
to come. Each of the values either represents 
who we are as a church or who we need to 
become in order to be an effective witness to 
God's love. The five core values are authentic, 
generous, inclusive, innovative, and relevant. 
Whenever a new (or old) ministry or mission is 
considered, Session will use these values to   
determine its relevance to our particular          
community of faith.  
 

In each of the five values, there is a risk of       
confusion and misunderstanding. What does it 
mean to be inclusive and how do we reach     
consensus in a community where everyone is 
welcome? How do we determine if something is 
relevant, and how do we balance innovation with 
authenticity? To whom are we called to be      
generous, ourselves or others? I'm excited to 
wrestle with these and other questions as we 
work to embrace these values. With the pace of 
change only increasing in the world, we need to 
be able to determine quickly when something 
connects with our values (and when it does not), 
so we can respond in “real time” with the         
confidence, creativity, and faith required. The final 
step of the Session’s  visioning process will be 
drafting a vision statement that further clarifies 
our identity.  
 

At their June retreat the Session also embraced 
the mission focus recommended by the Outreach 
Mission Council (soon to be the Serve Council): 
Empowering God’s Children. The elders are 
excited to see how this mission focus will 
enhance our church’s impact in our community 
and world. If you would like to be a part of the 
implementation of this new mission focus, please 
speak to Pastor Eric Dillenbeck, as there will be 
countless ways you can support this vision for 
mission at FPC! 
 

At its next scheduled meeting in August, the   
Session will consider two important items: a    
revised code of regulations that reflects the 

Events for the 20s/30s group 

 

Theology on Tap 
July 9 and August 13, pm 
Tavern Company, 2260 Lee Road 
 
On the second Wednesday of each month, join 
our 20s/30s group at TavCo for some good food 
and drink, and great discussion. Each month, An-
thony will mail out a recent article or news story to 
get the discussion started, as we talk about how 
our faith plays out in the complex world around 
us. 
 
4th Sunday Brunch 
July 27 and August 24, 11:30am 
 
On the fourth Sunday of each month, our 20s/30s 
group will head out to brunch after service. We'll 
head to a different place each time. This is a 
great, laid-back fellowship time (and a good way 
to try out a new place). Our only order of 
"business" each month: picking next month's   
location! 

changes to the church's governance and a      
recommendation from the Manse Task Force 
that you can read more about on the next 
page.  
 

You can always follow the work of the Session 
by reviewing the Session materials online. As 
we begin to implement our new governance 
structure and consider the impact of our new 
vision and values, please keep the session in 
your prayers, and consider where God is calling 
you to serve. The future is bright for FPC, and I 
for one can't wait to see what God has in store! 
 

Blessings,  
Pastor Derek Starr Redwine  



5 

Manse Update: A Letter from the 2765 Task Force 

Fairmount’s Prayer Shawl Ministry  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry here at FPC began over 
seven years ago with two eager members, and 
today involves about 20 shawl creators.  Some 
meet once a month on the third Thursday to knit, 
crochet, offer each other tech support, pray over 
and bless the completed works, and most    
importantly to chat.  Others work on their own, 
making shawls and the rainbow stoles requested 
by More Light Presbyterians and worn by  
commissioners at General Assembly to remind all 
of the continued need for inclusion. 
 

Our shawls have been given to about 300  
individuals, for both joyous and sad occasions. 
Their blessing and healing qualities have been 
shared in our own congregation and beyond.  
They have wrapped the school children, staff, and 
families of Sandy Hook and Aurora, Colorado,   
following the devastation in both communities. 

Over 50 rainbow stoles have been given to the 
General Assembly.   
 

Please tell one of the pastors if you know someone 
in our congregation or the greater community who 
would find peace, comfort, and the love of FPC by 
being gifted with a shawl. To join us, contact Jan 
Spalding, 440-461-8967 or Pastor Eric at 216-321-
5800.  
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the gift of our 
hands.  Give us the grace to see our hands as you 
see them, as instruments of grace and life.  May 
the knitting of our hands be the knitting of your 
heart.  Use our hands, O God, to carry out your 
works of mercy and love.  May the shawls our 
hands create bring blessing to those they wrap in 
love and healing to those upon whom they rest.  
Amen. 

As you will recall, the Session voted in June 2013 to support the recommendation of the task force that 
was commissioned to look at alternatives for the former manse. The recommendation that was  
approved authorized the task force to pursue a negotiated proposal with a third party for the transfer, 
removal, and relocation of the building and retention of the land. The task force was afforded an   
opportunity to present a proposal to Session up until June 30, 2014. Given that this date is upon us, we, 
the task force, think it is important to update the congregation. 
 
Over the past 12 months, the task force has worked to receive an acceptable negotiated proposal with a 
qualified third party. While the task force did receive a few inquiries from potential third parties, the task 
force has been unable to identify a responsible party who was willing to make an acceptable proposal.  
 
As you also know, since the arrival of Pastor Derek in July 2013, the Session has actively engaged in 
an important visioning process. Wonderful progress has been made and the Session is nearing  
completion of its work. Upon completion of this process, the Session will have created a clear vision 
statement for the church and identified core values that will shape the church’s mission and ministry for 
years to come.  
 
In light of where the Session is in its visioning process and in view of the fact that no acceptable  
proposal is in hand, we will recommend at the August 6th Session meeting that any actions with regard 
to the manse should be deferred. Once the visioning process is complete, it is our view that Session 
should then begin to discuss how the former manse, and all of the church property, could best be used 
to help the church live into its stated vision and values. 
 
We are deeply grateful for the opportunity that the Session has afforded us, and remained convinced 
that everyone involved in the process of discerning the future of the former manse continues to have the 
same goal in mind: ensuring that Fairmount remain a healthy, vital congregation that is a positive force 
for good for years to come.  
 
The 2756 Task Force of the Session of Fairmount Presbyterian Church 
Lee Chilcote, Steve Benton, Brian Frentzko and Lisa Mortimer  



6 

Children’s Ministry 

Thank you from 
Betsy Wooster 
 

Dear  members and friends 
of Fairmount Presbyterian 
Church,  
 

Thank you for the amazing 
send-off you gave me on my 
last Sunday, June 1, and in 
the surrounding days. You 
sent me forth with great 
encouragement, a heart full of gratitude, and love.  
Each and every gift from the children  (and the  
selfless adults who helped make them happen) is 
a treasure to me  and a testament to their loving 
spirits.  
 

As if these weren’t enough (and they are), thank 
you for the generous financial gift. I am 
overwhelmed by the generosity of the 
congregation in this abundance of gifts and in the 
many cards, messages and other gifts that you 
showered upon me.   
 

We have each moved forward into new journeys 
now, and I trust that we are in God’s good hands.  
As the mystic Julian of Norwich said, “all will be 
well, and all will be well, and all manner of things 
will be well.” - Peace, Betsy  

Children Sunday Education  
Schedule for the Fall  
 

To help in your planning for the fall, here is a brief 
summary of the education schedule.  More details 
to come!  
 

Sunday  education hour, 10am 

 Preschool:  Play and activity time in the 
church nursery.  

 K-Second Grade: Music and Liturgical Arts 
with Barb Lang in the Chapel. 

 Third-Sixth Grade: Godly Quest Class in   
Upper Room. 

 

Our Preschool children will engage in meaningful 
and fun activities led by our Early Children      
Coordinator. The new Music and Liturgical Arts 
class will provide an opportunity for our little ones 
to explore and learn using music and the arts. 
Godly Quest will use core stories from the Godly 
Play program, but will  specifically include many      
enrichment stories suited for children as they 
reach the middle and later elementary ages.  
 

Sunday Worship Hour, 11am 

 Preschool Godly Play Class: 11-noon, 
Education Wing Room 

 K-Second Grade Godly Play Class:  Follows 
children's message in worship, Upper Room 

"The world says, the more you take, the more you have. Christ says, the more you give, the more you 
are." This quote from Frederick Buechner is a good reminder of why we are called to give generously of 
our time, talent, and treasure.  We give not only to make a difference in the world; we also give to  
remember who we are and to whom we belong. The more we give, the more thankful and aware we  
become of all that God has given us. Giving leads to gratitude, and gratitude always leads to joy!  
 

As we pass the half-way point of our budget year, the Stewardship Task Force wants to thank you for all 
your financial gifts to the church. Your pledges and donations have enabled God to multiply the impact 
of Fairmount's ministry and missions, ensuring that even more people have heard the Good News of 
God's love. As we wrap up the 2014 stewardship calendar and begin to plan for 2015, please consider 
all that you have been given and all that you have to give. If you would like to make a special gift to the 
church, please speak with Pastor Derek or Eric. They would love to help you discern where God is  
calling you to give. 

Review of the Actions of the 221st General Assembly 

Stewardship Witness: Gratitude 

Due to publishing deadlines we were unable to include a detailed summary of the actions of the 221st 
General Assembly in this newsletter. To learn more about the actions of the assembly, visit our  
website fairmountchurch.org, and click on the link "221st General Assembly." While as a church we  
celebrate many of the actions of the assembly, your Session is currently drafting a response to one of 
the more controversial decisions: divestment. Please keep your local and national church leaders, our 
Jewish brothers and sisters in the Heights, and our brothers and sisters of Palestine in your prayers, as 
we seek to work together, with all, towards peace.  

http://fairmountchurch.org/
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Youth Ministries 

Cedar Point 
Saturday, July 26, 9am 
to 9pm 
We're going back to 
Cedar Point! The park 
has something for  
everyone, regardless of 
whether you're more 
into the world's first 300-plus-foot tall roller    
coaster, the great water rides, or just riding the 
train around the park all day. They've got a pair of 
new rides this year, too. Meet in the church    
parking lot at 9am. We'll take a van over, and be 
back around 9pm in the evening. 
 
Bethany Mission & Friday Night Fun 
Fridays, July 11th and August 8th, 5:00-10:00pm 
The second Friday of each month, we head over 
to Bethany Presbyterian to help them with their 
hot meals ministry. We'll leave from Fairmount at 
5pm to help prepare and serve food for some 
folks in need, clean up, and head back east. We'll 
swing by church before heading out for Friday 
Night Fun to drop off or pick up anyone who can 
only make half the evening. 

Youth Room Renovation 
Saturday, August 23, 1pm 
Our youth room is great, but it needs a little 
attention. Let's get it in shape for the coming 
year. We'll get our community calendar started, 
do a bunch of painting, even some light       
construction. We'll get our work done in the  
afternoon, grab some dinner, and maybe see if 
there's a movie worth checking out. 
 
Whitewater Retreat 
Friday through Sunday, 
August 29th-31st 
Summer's winding 
down, but we're going 
to send it off with a 
bang! Fairmount's 
youth will be heading back to Ohiopyle for    
another whitewater adventure! We'll meet in the 
church parking lot Friday evening and head out 
for a great Labor Day weekend.           

Birthdays! 
Carolyn Newman  7/1 
Annemarie Hopfer 7/3 
Eleanor Kidder 7/4 
Clay Mock 7/5 
Lee Hart 7/6 
Richard Gent 7/7 
Sally Schulze 7/7 
Lois Roulston 7/7 
Julia Thomas 7/14 
Charles Forsberg 7/17 
Maurine Ruggles 7/17 
Greg Breedlove 7/19 
Randall Payne 7/19 
Marilyn Parrish 7/19 
John Herrick 7/21 
Jean Sylak 7/22 
Roger Williams 7/22 
Bonnie Carlson 7/23 
Nazneen Khan 7/23 
Constance Sallee 7/23 
Sara Reger 7/24 
Heidi Hoogwerf 7/27 
Mildred Brenkus 7/28 

Fairmounters Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries! 

Virginia Charman 7/28 
Irene Smith 7/31 
Barbara McChord 7/31 
Katherine Leihgeber 7/31 
Peter Anagnostos 8/1 
Robert Olson 8/3 
Sarah Bonebrake 8/3 
Barbara Miller 8/3 
Dolly Minter 8/4 
Thomas Johnston 8/6 
Jane Anagnostos 8/8 
Dana Murphy 8/9 
David Smith 8/9 
Mina Moore 8/9 
Norma Savin 8/9 
Peter Scheid 8/10 
Cynthia Huang 8/12 
Shelley Seifert 8/12 
Lois Becker 8/15 
Grace Yamamoto 8/15 
Laurie Jacobs 8/16 
Christine Wagner 8/16 
Leonard Young 8/17 
Michael Licina 8/18 

*Birthdays are listed every five years, beginning with the 40th, and then every year, beginning with the 70th. 
*Anniversaries are listed every five years until the 50th, when they are listed every year. 

Eloise Fiebig 8/19 
Margaret Mueller 8/20 
Janet Marshall 8/20 
Marion Bittman 8/21 
Elaine Mosbrook 8/23 
Elizabeth Kuhn 8/26 
Lucia Nash 8/31 
 
Anniversaries! 
Bill & Nancy Carpenter 8/23 
Clay & Carol Mock  8/30 
Tom & Lois Roulston  7/31 
Dudley & Marias Hawley 8/16 
John & Sally Schulze  8/23 
Bill & Nora Castle  8/15 
Bob & Betty Olson  8/01 
Franklin & Katherine Kanzinger 
  8/09 
Michael & Kelly Licina  8/11 
Peter & Holly Scott  7/07 
Geoff & Julie Bonebrake 7/29 
Bill & Sandra Lehr  7/24 
Chris & Christina Keller 8/01 
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Music at Fairmount 

Thursday Night Choir Ministry  
Schedule for the Fall 
 

The Music and Ministry program will return to the 
Thursday night format of two years ago on       
September 11, 2014. Many felt that having Joyful 
Noise rehearsals during church school made    
Sunday mornings too packed this past year, and so 
we invite children in grades 1-3 to join Mrs. Lang 
from 5:15pm to 6:45pm and children in grades 4 
and above to join Mr. Moncrief for Youth Choir dur-
ing that same period. 
 

Each Thursday night will include choir rehearsal, 
dinner, and an activity. Children in kindergarten will 
be invited to join Joyful Noise on Thursday nights 
in January. Youth who want only to sing in the 
Youth Choir may report at 6pm on Thursdays.  
 

The Fairmount Choir will begin rehearsals on 
Thursday, September 4, from 7pm to 9pm High 
school students are invited to join the adults if they 
are able to make this time commitment. Auditions 
are not required. 
 

Handbells will return to their Sunday morning    
rehearsals with Amy Carlson on September 14. 
New members are welcome. Contact Minister of 

Music Bob Moncrief at the church office for more 
information. 
 
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal 
A new Presbyterian hymnal has been published 
called “Glory to God” which 
the Session has           
unanimously chosen to  
purchase. We would like to 
offer you the opportunity to 
purchase one or more  
hymnals to honor a loved 
one and to help defray the 
cost to the church. From 
now until fall you may make 
a donation of $23 to       
purchase a hymnal. We 
have already received a 
generous gift from the 
Women’s Guild for 100 hymnals for our chapel. 
Please fill out a blue form found in the pews and 
put it with your payment in the offering plate or in 
the church office to help us annotate the book 
plate. Forms will also be available around the 
church and on our website.  

Summer at Fairmount 


